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QUITMAN, ARK., May 23, 1804 Col. W. H. GRAVES,
Twelfth Michigan Vols., Comdg. Infantry Detachment: COLONEL : Instead of coming to this place with your force move with it to Springfield. You will scarcely be able to reach it to-morrow night, but go as soon to it as you can. Should you fall in with any of the Third Arkansas Cavalry, acting under Colonel Ryan's orders, attach them to your command. We hear that Fagan is between Springfield and Clinton with 500 men. If this is so, Shelby is still 011 this side of the river. I shall move toward Clinton in the morning, but expect to be at Springfield as soon as you will, or will send you word there what to do.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. E. WEST, Brigad-ier-General, Coiu in
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE FRONTIER,
Fort HmUh, Ma-y &J, 1804. Maj. Gen. F. STEELE, Comdg. Depl. of Arkansas:
SIR: I have detained the boats here thus far, till I could know what course Shelby took after taking Da.rdn.iiolio. As soon as I learned he was at Dardanelle, I sent down each si do of the rivor cavalry forces to learn his movements. I started, also, the Second Kansas Cavalry to Clarksville, but before it reached there it seems the commanding officer of the post evacuated tho place and marched to Van Buren with his troops, which place they have just mic-hiKl, though for what reason I am not yet advised. \Ho did not meet the Second Kansas, they going one road and he corning another. I have sent additional forces to reocoupy the place.
I have supposed Shelby's intention was to push around to tho railroad, and believing you would head him, and that ho would 1m compelled to make his way back and attempt to rooross tho Arkansas if not captured by your forces, I should bo ready to meet hint with a sufficient force., I have thus far been uiuiblo to got any reliable information as to his movements after crossing tho rivor at ])ar~ danelle. Scouts just in from the south report Cooper as being on tho Big San Bois., with about 0,000 men, marching this way, though I don't give much credence to it.
Maxey marched from the Sabine in the direction of Fort Wash Ha, since which I have heard nothing of his movements. Gano came up to meet him with his force with the view of attacking Fort Smith, but my arriving here frustrated their plans. If the river is clear of obstructions I hope the boats will be sent back immediately. A communication just received from Fort Gibson states that the rivor is slowly rising there.
Very respectfully, yours,
JOHN M. T HAYEK, Briyadier-General,
FORT LEAVENWORTH, May 2.3, 1804—1.40 p. in. Major-General KOSECRANS/ Comdg. Dept. of Hie Missouri:
Colonel Blair, of Fort Scott, chased two bands lni.shwlmc.kors in. region of Lamar.   Say they are going to unite at War^w underriviri§ hero aftei' that date will remain outsidey. If lu yourllowed to accompany any force operating in the field.
